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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

January 10, 2013 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, 

January 10, 2013 at 7:10 p.m. in the Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers, Jr. 

Commissioners: Lloyd Austin, Carl M. Ellington, Brenda McRae and Katrina (Tina) W. Ross 

Town Attorney: Kevin M. Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian Welch 

Deputy Town Manager: Lee Bailey 

Town Planners: Dana Clukey and John Hoard 

Interim Town Clerk: Michelle Wells Farrar 

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 

 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner McRae, 

Mayor Biggers led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items:   The applicants for Item #10 Petition 

#ZC12-10, filed by Albemarle Road Associates LLC, for Change of Conditions at Clear Creek 

Business Park   (Clear Creek Commerce Drive and Allen Station Drive) asked that this item be 

placed on the January 24, 2013 agenda.  Town Staff asked Item #13 Discussion Regarding 

Agreement with Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Landmarks Commission be removed as the 

Town was waiting on an answer from the HLC.  The Board agreed by consensus. 

 

Approve Minutes of December 13, 2012 Regular Meeting  

Upon the motion of Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Ross, the Board 

unanimously approved the minutes of the December 13, 2012 meeting. 

 

Adoption of Resolution Recognizing Saturday, February 2, 2013 as Scouting for Food 

Collection Day  
Commissioner Ross read the following Resolution recognizing February 2, 2013 as Scouting for 

Food Collection Day; and, Mayor Biggers presented the Resolution to Boy Scout Troop 65 

Leader Bill Johnston: 
 

WHEREAS, studies indicate that more than 50 million Americans, including 17 million 

children, go hungry at some time every month; and, 

WHEREAS, Loaves & Fishes, a nonprofit emergency food pantry program which provides a 

week's worth of groceries to people in crisis in Charlotte Mecklenburg, provided assistance to 

over 120,000 people in Mecklenburg County in 2012; and, 
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WHEREAS, for many years Boy Scouts in Mecklenburg County have been collecting food in 

February for distribution by Loaves & Fishes as an expression of  the Boy Scout slogan of “Do a 

Good Turn Daily” and of the Scout Oath, which says that Scouts should strive “to help other 

people at all times”; and, 

WHEREAS, Scouting for Food has been recognized as the official “Good Turn for America” by 

the Mecklenburg County Boy Scout Council; and, 

WHEREAS, Saturday, February 2, 2013 is the next Scouting for Food collection day in 

Mecklenburg County;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mint Hill Board of Commissioners 

encourages all residents of the Town of Mint Hill who are fortunate enough to be able to help, to 

make food contributions to the Boy Scouts for the benefit of Loaves & Fishes through the Boy 

Scout Scouting for Food collection program in February, 2013.  

Adopted this the 10th day of January, 2013. 

 

Mayor Biggers asked Scout Masters Billy Hawkins and Bill Johnston come forward along with 

Boy Scouts Clayton Johnston and Nicholas Allion.  Mayor Biggers introduced Jesse Everidge, a 

Silver Beaver recipient and member of Philadelphia Presbyterian Church Scout Troop.  Mayor 

Biggers said he was pleased to have Mr. Everidge in attendance at the meeting tonight. 

 

******************** 

Mayor Biggers recognized Patrick Greene, Troop 198 St. Lukes Catholic Church who is a Star 

Scout and is working on his Communication Badge. 

******************** 

 

Mayor Biggers and Commissioner Ellington presented all of the scouts and leaders with Town of 

Mint Hill Lapel Pins. 

 

Action Deemed Appropriate on Furniture Donation to Boy Scout Troop 65 

Manager Welch stated Bill Johnston and Boy Scout Troop 65 had approached him regarding the 

surplus furniture that may be available from the former town hall.   The furniture would be used 

in the Scout Hut at Philadelphia Presbyterian Church and wouldn’t be re-sold or donated to any 

other organizations.  Manager Welch stated that the majority of the non-donated items would be 

used at the new police department; Chief Ledford had already marked items they could use.  The 

Mint Hill Historical Society had inquired about the large bookcase located in the Town 

Manager’s office at the old town hall.  If sold at auction Manager Welch suggested the total 

wouldn’t exceed a few hundred dollars.  If this request was agreeable to the Board, Manager 

Welch would start the legal procedural steps and a public notice would be posted.  A resolution 

could be adopted as early as January 24, 2013.  Commissioner Ross asked if there were items not 

used by Troop 65, could other non-profits (e.g. Mint Hill Arts or Mint Hill Historical Society) 

have an opportunity to benefit from the surplus furniture; Manager Welch said he certainly 

would support that idea.   

 

The Board directed Manager Welch to bring a formal resolution to the January 24, 2013 meeting. 

 

Mr. Johnston expressed his sincere appreciation of the furniture donation. 
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 Public Hearing on Petition #ZC12-13, Filed by Durban Development, to Request Rezoning 

of 9208 Lawyers Road, Tax Parcel # 135-221-09* 

Mr. John Hoard reminded the Board that a 25,000 square foot development had been previously 

approved at this location but had not been built.  The request tonight was for 1.5 acres of the 4 

acres and would contain an 8,320 square foot building. 

 

Carleton Burton and Jamie Dillon, civil engineers, spoke on behalf of the project.  The land is 

under contract with Family Dollar and, if approved, would complement the development.  The 

intention is to use the same entrance as previously approved.  Once the economy improves the 

assumption is that the rest of the site will be developed.  The windows would face Lawyers 

Road.  Open green space on Lawyers Road would provide for a slope that will hide the sand 

filter that will lead to the storm water detention located in underground pipes.  The property is 

surrounded by Lebanon Road Elementary and Walgreens; there will be adequate tree 

buffering/screening.     

 

Mayor Biggers opened the floor for Public Comments related #ZC12-13; and having none, 

Mayor Biggers closed the Public Hearing.  

 

 

Consider Request and Action Deemed Appropriate on Request Filed By Sandy Barnett for 

Independence Lacrosse Teams to Practice at the Fairview Park 

Deputy Manager Bailey indicated the Park and Recreation Committee had discussed allowing 

Independence High School Lacrosse to practice at Fairview Park at the Tower site area at two 

meetings and that he had compiled a list of general questions (a complete list was included in the 

Board packet) to decrease the liability for the Town.   

 

 

Who will cut and remove the 6 trees?  Will the tree removal include stump grinding?  

What is the cost of the stump grinding?  Who will provide the grass cutting mentioned in 

your request?  Will allowing IHS the use of the site make it a de facto expansion of the 

park that must be offered to the public?   Since the land is not actually part of the Park on 

Fairview, The P&R Committee may have to make a recommendation to the Mint Hill 

Board of Commissioners for action.   Are we obligated to provide additional park 

security for the additional area?  If approved, should we limit the approval to 12 months? 

This site is the approved location for the future Dog Park; will that factor into the 

decision?  Will other students or parents be allowed on the site to observe practice?   

Deputy Manager Bailey asked the Commissioners to give him guidance on whether the Board 

would be in favor of approving this request; if the answer is yes, he would look into the lease and 

options available to them. 
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Sandy Barnett said this was the second year for the Lacrosse team.  Independence Lacrosse is not 

financially supported by Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools.  The need for expansion is a result of 

increased interest and participation of the student athletes.  There currently is no room at 

Independence for them to practice and they had outgrown the field at Mt. Lebanon Church.  She 

understood this site was for the future dog park and knew the agreement would be season to 

season.   

 

Mayor Biggers said the Board was an avid supporter of the youth of Mint Hill.  Mayor Biggers 

had been informed by Manager Welch that a suggestion had been made by the Park and 

Recreation Committee to ask the Mint Hill Athletic Association to allow use at the Brief Road 

Complex.   The Brief Road Complex seemed like a better solution and more feasible for the 

Lacrosse team because of the fence and because it was more isolated.  Commissioner concerns 

included; the Dog Park (as it may hamper the Lacrosse teams in years to come) and scheduling 

of the field if other groups wished to use it.  Mayor Biggers reiterated that the Town would like 

to help the Lacrosse team find a solution to this dilemma and the Town would be happy to 

facilitate any conversations with Mint Hill Athletic Association to work out an agreement.  It 

was noted that if an agreement couldn’t be reached by the January 24
th

 meeting that the request 

would be re-examined at that time.   

 

A motion was made and unanimously approved at the December Park and Recreation Committee 

meeting to ask the Board of Commissioners to consider incorporating the Town owned property 

(Tower area) into the Fairview Park.  Staff asked the Board to defer this decision until which 

time it could be determined if and when the City of Charlotte (who bought the Tower from Mint 

Hill) would move the Tower or rent the area from the Town.  Manager Welch said he was 

waiting for a formal agreement from the City of Charlotte.   

 

 

Public Comments** 

Gail Flowe Honeycutt, 10600 Brief Road, came to support saving the Bain Auditorium; she 

thought it would be on the agenda tonight.  Mrs. Honeycutt said she would return when it was on 

the agenda. 

 

Sue Flowe Carter, 10532 Brief Road, said she and her sister, Gail Flowe Honeycutt, had come to 

support saving the Bain Auditorium.  The auditorium and the Philadelphia Presbyterian Church 

were the only original structures and the auditorium should be saved.  Mrs. Carter indicated it 

could be used as a source of income, as the auditorium could be used for entertainment or in 

conjunction with the new Bain School.  She realized the topic was not on the agenda tonight and 

she pledged to return when it was on the agenda.   

 

 

Public Hearing on Petition #ZC12-12, Filed by Circle K, to Upgrade Site with a New Store, 

Property Located at 9201 Lawyers Road, Tax Parcel #137-222-01 

Mr. John Hoard said the Planning Board had given #ZC12-12, Filed by Circle K, to Upgrade Site 

with a New Store, Property Located at 9201 Lawyers Road, Tax Parcel #137-222-01 a favorable 

recommendation with Staff recommendations at the December 17, 2012 meeting.  (Copy filed as 

record of minutes.)    



 

234 
 

 

The Board asked Mike Foster if there would be any outside storage and he said no.  

Commissioner Austin asked again if there would be any propane tanks, wood, movie machines 

or vending machines outside of the store.  Mr. Foster said yes, he was sorry for the confusion but 

yes, there would be those typical things at the Circle K but they would be upgraded from the way 

they are now.  It was mentioned they would be allowed a reduction to the 20’ rear setback to a 

10’ setback.   

 

Commissioner Ellington made the motion, Commissioner McRae seconded, and it was 

unanimously approved to allow #ZC12-12, Filed by Circle K, to Upgrade Site with a New Store, 

Property Located at 9201 Lawyers Road, Tax Parcel #137-222-01 with Staff recommendations.   

 

Consider Request and Action Deemed Appropriate on Request to Remove “No Parking 

Signs” from Pine Hill Road 

Manager Welch stated a copy of the 2012 Petition and the minutes from February 8, 2007 had 

been placed in their packets.  The minutes from February 8, 2007 are as follows: 

 

Consider Request to Amend Code of Ordinances, Chapter 28, Article III, to 

Designate No Parking on Pine Hill Road: A petition was presented by property owners 

from Pine Hill Road requesting that a “no parking” zone be established on their street. 

Debbie Hilton, 35 year resident of Pine Hill Road, said the parking on the road over the 

past few years has caused safety concerns. She cited four incidents where a child has run 

out into the street from between the parked cars and almost been hit by a driver. The 

street is a dead end street and cars that park along the road near the intersection of 

Wilgrove-Mint Hill Road create a traffic hazard for those turning onto Wilgrove-Mint 

Hill Road or onto Pine Hill from Wilgrove-Mint Hill. The petition represented 29 houses 

on the street where 37 houses are located. The Board was given a memorandum from 

Interim Manager Welch stating that both the Public Works Director and Police Chief of 

the Town support the petition. Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by 

Commissioner Austin, the Board unanimously adopted the following amendment to the 

Mint Hill Code of Ordinances: Amend Chapter 28, Article III, Section 28-103 to add Pine 

Hill Road to the streets designated as “No Parking.” 

 

Manager Welch stated the Mint Hill Police Department, Mint Hill Fire Department and the Mint 

Hill Public Works had all been asked to review the current situation on Pine Hill Road and to 

report back with their recommendation.  All three departments recommended keeping Pine Hill 

Road as a No Parking Zone. 

 

The Board asked Manager Welch why the same residents were asking to have the signs removed 

just five years after asking them to be erected.  Had any safety concerns changed since the 

original request?  Manager Welch asked Mr. Fields to answer questions from the Board.   

 

Arthur Fields, 8141 Pine Hill Road, stated the residents that originally signed the petition thought 

the signs would only be placed at the entrance where Pine Hill Road intersects with Wilgrove-

Mint Hill Road; this is the only area where there is a safety problem.  Mr. Fields said that many 
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property owners had small yards and driveways; they needed on street parking to accommodate 

visitors.   

 

Mayor Biggers asked if anything had changed in the site triangle and it hadn’t.  Parking along 

roads and streets can be dangerous when there are cars coming from both directions.  When a 

majority of citizens are requesting a change the Board would like to be able to grant that request. 

However, with the Mint Hill Police, Mint Hill Volunteer Fire Department and Mint Hill Public 

Works all recommending Pine Hill Road to remain a No Parking Zone, it would make the Board 

feel guilty if an accident did occur.  Mr. Fields compared it to parking in uptown Charlotte and 

Mayor Biggers said most residents didn’t want Mint Hill to be like the City of Charlotte.  

Commissioner Austin stated the minutes from 2007 indicate that children running out into the 

road had been the primary concern; Commissioner Austin said that concern had not resolved 

itself.  Commissioner Ross asked Chief Ledford if his opinion  had changed now that Mr. Fields 

clarified that they were asking for the section of Pine Hill Road and Wilgrove-Mint Hill Road to 

remain “No Parking” and to remove the “No Parking” designation from the remainder of the 

road.  Chief Ledford said no, his opinion had not changed.  Personally, Chief Ledford would like 

all streets to be designated as “No Parking” because of safety issues and concerns.  

Commissioner Ross suggested making friends with the neighbors and asking to park in their 

driveways if you were having a large gathering.  Mr. Fields reiterated they didn’t get what they 

asked for originally.  Mr. Fields was asked if the residents came back to Town Hall to inform the 

Board or Staff that the No Parking Zone was not what they had requested.  Mr. Fields said no, 

they just adapted, but they were surprised the entire street was designated as “No Parking”.   

Commissioner Ross said it was difficult to go against public safety officers.  Commissioner 

Ellington said the signs were erected five years ago, at the request of the residents; if there was a 

misunderstanding the matter should have been resolved at that time.  Commissioner Ellington 

reiterated the recommendation from Mint Hill Police and Mint Hill Volunteer Fire Department 

was to leave the street as a No Parking Zone.  Commissioner McRae stated she was sorry they 

were in this dilemma but she thought the Board should stay with the recommendations from 

Police, Fire and Public Works.   

 

Commissioner Ross made the motion, seconded by Commissioner McRae, and unanimously 

approved by the Board to deny the petition for removal of the “No Parking” signs on Pine Hill 

Road. 

 

Mr. Fields said the action was not fair.  The Police Chief wasn’t here in 2007 and the decision 

shouldn’t be made on one person’s opinion.  He thought if this was the case, all roads in 

Mecklenburg County should be designated as “No Parking”.   

 

Appointments to Board of Adjustment 

Commissioner Ellington made the motion, seconded by Commissioner Austin, and unanimously 

approved by the Board to appoint June Hood, Gary Isenhour and Ron Renstchler to the Board of 

Adjustment with terms expiring December 31, 2015.   

 

The Board of Adjustment has two vacancies in the ETJ and the Board asked the news media to 

please advertise for these positions. 
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Other Business/Council Matters 

Commissioner Austin met with Governor Pat McCrory and discussed issues facing North 

Carolina.  The topics included the fact that North Carolina owed the federal government more 

than 2 million dollars and impact of Obamacare on North Carolinians.   

 

Commissioner Ross said she, Mayor Biggers, Manager Welch, members of the Mint Hill 

Volunteer Fire Department Board had a meeting at Town Hall and it had gone well.  She 

attended the Legislative Dinner on January 3, 2013 and found it very beneficial.  Commissioner 

Ross stated Will Heybruck had been elected as the 4
th

 Captain (to fill a vacant position) at the 

Mint Hill Volunteer Fire Department.  Paul Campbell and Bobby Long were moved to the 

position of “Director Emerius”.  Mr. Bobby Long had served for over 60 years.  The 2013 Board 

of Directors were elected as follows: Chairman Jerry Mullis, Vice Chairman Patrick Starnes, 

Secretary Billy Hawkins and Treasurer Bobby Reynolds. Our very own, Beth Hamrick was 

elected to the Mint Hill Fire Department Board; she will do a good job.  Mrs. Hamrick is the first 

female every elected to the Board in the 60 year history.  Tom Duke was elected to fill a vacancy 

and he will do a good job as well.  Mint Hill Volunteer Fire Department responded to 3,334 calls 

for service in 2012 (2,532 EMS and 802 Fire); that is an eleven percent increase from 2011.  

Calls for service totaled 290 for November and 278 for December.  We expect a lot and receive a 

lot from the Mint Hill Volunteer Fire Department.   

 

Commissioner Ellington stated he was really proud of the Mint Hill Volunteer Fire Department 

and Rescue; it is one of the finest in the State.  He personally knew individuals that had their 

lives saved by Mint Hill Volunteer Fire and Rescue.  There was no new Park and Recreation 

business to report because the January meeting had been cancelled.  Commissioner Ellington 

stated he attended the Chamber of Commerce meeting; at the meeting it was decided the 

Chamber wouldn’t run Mint Hill Madness any longer.  The Chamber would like the Town to 

take over Madness.  Commissioner Ellington said after 30 years of Mint Hill Madness, we can’t 

give it up.  The Chamber would like the Town to meet with Nancy Bradley, Rely Local, about 

forming a partnership with her to facilitated Mint Hill Madness. 

 

Manager Welch was asked by Commissioner Ellington to give more information regarding Mint 

Hill Madness.  Manager Welch said he was a little surprised to learn the Mint Hill Chamber 

wanted the Town organize Mint Hill Madness.  He said the event was nearly as old as he was 

and that he had reached out to knowledgeable people and had scheduled meetings to gain more 

information.  Manager Welch anticipated creating a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization to 

encourage donations to Mint Hill Madness from large corporations located in close proximity to 

the Town of Mint Hill.  Manager Welch said Mint Hill Madness would be on schedule for this 

September.  The Mint Hill Chamber of Commerce recommended vendor Nancy Bradley with 

Rely Local.  Manager Welch said he’d have additional information to present to the Board at the 

January 24
th

 meeting; he had a meeting scheduled to January 11, 2013 with Ms. Bradley. 

 

Commissioner McRae said she had attended the Planning Board meeting and the Legislative 

Dinner where she met with other elected officials from other towns.   

 

Mayor Biggers told the audience that Audrey Mayhew, the second female elected to the Mint 

Hill Board of Commissioners, had passed away and the Town had sent a memorial to the family.  
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Mayor Biggers said his mother, Alice Biggers, had lost her baby brother, James Brooks, in 

October and had lost her sister Shirley Brooks in January.  Ms. Brooks had a brilliant mind and 

taught school at Bain Elementary.  He said his mother, Alice Biggers, had only one living sister 

now.  His mother appreciates all of the cards and calls she receives.  Mayor Biggers said it was 

frustrating not to be able to please all of our residents by approving their requests.   

 

Deputy Manager Bailey stated the applicants for Petition #ZC12-10, Filed by Albemarle Road 

Associates LLC, for Change of Conditions at Clear Creek Business Park   (Clear Creek 

Commerce Drive and Allen Station Drive) asked that they be placed on the January 24, 2013 

agenda.  The project had not been deleted only postponed to the next meeting. 

 

Manager Welch said Item #13 Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Landmarks Commission was 

removed from the agenda because we are still waiting to hear from HLC regarding our contract 

conditions.  There was discussion and it was agreed that HLC would be added to an upcoming 

agenda if /when that was deemed necessary.   

 

Adjournment Upon the motion of Commissioner Austin seconded by Commissioner Ellington, 

the Board unanimously agreed that the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Biggers adjourned the 

meeting at 8:14  p.m. 

 

 

______________________________  __________________________   

Ted H. Biggers, Jr., Mayor     Michelle Wells Farrar, Interim Town Clerk 


